
Older working class and retirees living in urban communities 

Group F: Industrious Urban Fringe 

Key Features 

 Single & married 

 Grown up children 

 Blue collar jobs 

 Owner occupiers 

 Mortgaged 

 Large families 

 Suburban & provincial 

 Commute 

Industrious Working Fringe consists of several household types, some with young 
school-aged children and some older people. These households contain a mixture 
of married and cohabiting couples, along with single-parent families. They are 
found in most of Ireland’s urban locations and the outskirts of the larger cities. 
House values are lower than average, though owner occupancy is high with a 
number owned outright. 
 
While this is a very industrious group, with many working in skilled and semi-skilled 
occupations such as electricians, plumbers and plasterers, many have become 
unemployed because of the economic problems in Ireland. Some are finding work 
on a day to day basis, picking up small fixer jobs. During the boom times a lot of 
these people made good incomes and the wiser ones saved for what has now be-
come the proverbial rainy day. However, many within this group have high mort-
gages and are faced with ever increasing debts and as a consequence they are 
having difficulty making ends meet. 
 
The industrious working fringe are educated to a lower level, leaving school after 
15 with many going on to third level vocational training and apprenticeships. Few 
will go on to university to achieve academic qualifications, preferring to be in the 
workplace as skilled operatives. However, those with younger children have aspira-
tions that their sons and daughters may go further than themselves in the educa-
tion system and as a consequence place great importance on doing the best for 
their children. 
 
As with most other groups, social life is important, but with financial burdens im-
posed by indebtedness and the problems in making ends meet, trips to the pub 
and other social activities have been reduced and fewer holidays are taken. 
 
As single car families living on the outskirts of Ireland’s urban towns, few commute 
further than the local area. This is again reflected in the localised nature of their 
consumer habits, with most shopping in large supermarkets such as Lidl, Aldi & 
Tesco in the locale but also frequenting their local convenience stores such as 
Eurospar and Londis. They have a keen interest in technology with most having 
home PCs and broadband access. Many are users of satellite and cable television 
services. They favour lower-end mobile phones and are evenly divided amongst 
‘pay as you go’ and contract users. 

Types: 
 

F16 Settled in Suburbia 
 

F17 Working Family Commuters 
 

F18 Small Town Simplicity 
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