
Low income, low-spending households in cities and large towns 

Group D: Struggling Society 

Key Features 

 Young parents 

 Large families 

 Pensioners 

 Poor education 

 Low incomes 

 high unemployment 

 Local Authority Housing 

 Immigrants 

Struggling Society contains Ireland's largest concentrations of low income families 
with children. Living in very large estates in the middle or outer suburbs of Ireland’s 
cities and other large towns, these people have experienced many generations of 
economic struggle and children have few opportunities to interact with people who 
have achieved material success. Struggling society has particularly high child pop-
ulations. In part this is the result of the housing allocation policy, which favours 
families with children, and in part, the age profile of the adult population. Many of 
the people in this group are reliant on benefits. 
 
Most of the people in these areas have only the most basic of educational qualifi-
cations. Unemployment is the highest in the country with over twice the national 
average. There is a significant number unable to work due to illness or injury. 
Those that are in work tend to be employed in menial jobs in cleaning, retail, un-
skilled factory work and routine catering jobs. 
 
There are a disproportionate number of children in families that have split up, as 
well as in households where no-one is in paid employment and where there is no 
car. There is the highest level of lone parent families in the country. Such condi-
tions are conducive to serious levels of youth offenders, vandalism, graffiti, gangs 
and the use of drugs. 
 
While there are many social problems in these areas there is a still a strong sense 
of community. And while there is ethnic diversity, it is not as prevalent as in other 
groups. There is, however, twice the national average of black and black Irish living 
here. 
 
The lack of cars leads to public transport being very important for people in these 
areas and bus usage is very high. A lot of commuting in these areas is done on 
foot so workplaces are generally close to where they live. 
There is little interest in cultural events, cafes and restaurants, with most preferring 
to order takeaways and stay home to watch television. Social activity is likely to 
involve visiting their local pub or club to enjoy a drink or a visit to the bookies. The 
Lottery and scratch Cards are also popular with Struggling Society. 
 
A large proportion of household income is spent on food and drink, with Dunnes 
Stores, Lidl and Aldi being the most common place to shop. Mobile phones are 
also common with most using ‘pay as you go’ services and using the more afforda-
ble handsets. 

Types: 
 

D11 Striving Large Families 
 

D12 Entrenched Hardship 
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