
Ireland's most affluent families living in the most desirable locations 

Group A: Established Elites 

Key Features 

 Older families 

 Empty nesters 

 Well educated 

 Successful careers 

 Large exclusive homes 

 Suburban locations 

 Savings & Investments 

 Influential 

 Professional 

Established Elites consist mostly of households in higher income groups, who 
live in the most desirable parts of Ireland’s larger towns and cities and work in 
the most prestigious jobs. Typically married couples with older or grown-up chil-
dren, these are people who are now enjoying the fruits of their previous hard 
work. Often graduates with strong professional or technical skills, they have now 
risen to their chosen careers, and are at a point where they have become senior 
managers, high ranking professionals and successful entrepreneurs. 
 
In addition to their high incomes, many people would have built up significant 
equity in their houses, pension funds and stocks and shares. However the Es-
tablished Elite have suffered because of the Economic downturn and while not 
necessarily to the same degree as some people in the country, they have had to 
curtail spending and the conspicuous consumerism of the past is not as preva-
lent. 
 
Most of their houses are semi-detached or detached, and are situated on spa-
cious plots in low density suburbs. And although house prices may have de-
creased in the past number of years, a lot of the properties in the area were pur-
chased for less than they are now worth. Many mortgages are now approaching 
maturity, and with children leaving the nest, and themselves in well paid careers, 
Established Elite are, even in these difficult economic times able to build up sig-
nificant savings. 
 
The Established Elite are found in neighbourhoods in the the better suburban 
locations accessible to the larger cities, especially South East Dublin. As years 
have passed, the population has aged, and many of the residents have now re-
tired and have a higher than average life expectancy; consequently, there are a 
very large number of pensioners, many of them very elderly, either living in their 
own homes or in private nursing homes converted from the larger houses. 
 
Despite their comfortable lifestyles these people have a strong sense of social 
responsibility, both to the local community and to social, political and profession-
al networks. They donate a higher than average amount to charities while many 
serve on boards of charitable organisations with some volunteering. 
 
Whilst not pub-goers, this group engages regularly in higher-end leisure pursuits 
such as golf and sailing and also maintains an active interest in cultural pursuits 
and the arts. 

Types: 

A01 Elite Executives 

A02 Affluent Empty Nesters 

A03 Professional Urbanites 
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