
Farming families and older farmers living for generations in the same area 

Group M: Arcadian Inheritance 

Key Features 

 Farming Families 

 Distant Rural Areas 

 Tradional values 

 Small holdings 

 Part-Time Work 

 Work Long Hours 

 Low incomes 

 Asset rich 

In some ways typifying the Hollywood ideal of the Irish farmer, the reality for these 
people is much less romantic. While the traditional family home is well represent-
ed, the Arcadian Inheritance is mainly characterised by the aging isolated widowed 
and the archetypal bachelor farmer.   
 
Many people within the group supplement their meagre income from the land with 
semi-skilled and agricultural service jobs and although unemployment is below the 
national average it remains a significant characteristic of these people, as does 
under-employment.  Despite the apparent hardships endured by these people, 
education is given some importance with a significant number completing their 
secondary education. 
 
Despite the low levels of material wealth, the majority reside in private dwellings 
with a significant proportion having no mortgage. This exhibits the strong ancestral 
ties the people have to the land with many living in their family homes and on lands 
which have been passed down for generations. 
 
Car ownership is a necessity in these sparsely populated areas given the paucity 
of local public transport. This is reflected in the proportion of people far in excess of 
the national average having access to two, three and in some cased four vehicles, 
although a great many of these vehicles will be commercial vehicles such as vans 
and tractors which are indispensable to the people in the group. For some people 
within the group the commercial vehicle may be the primary, possibly even solitary, 
mode of transport to which they have access. 
 
 Despite the remote areas in which they reside, there is a high instance of internet 
usage with many utilising broadband service through a mobile provider.  These 
people largely prefer to utilise ‘pay as you go’ mobile facilities using lower-end mo-
bile phones as information technology is not a primary interest of the members of 
the group. 
 
Consumer spending for the people within the group is largely localised with most 
using their local grocery store (often privately operated under a franchise such as 
Londis or Centra) for their daily needs. 
 
For the people of Arcadian Inheritance farming is not a question of prospering but 
a way of life they would never abandon. 

Types: 
 

M39 Rustic Isolation 
 

M40 Ageing Smallholders 
 

M41 Agricultural Heartland 
 

M42 Hill Farmers 
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