
Families identified by the region where they reside 

Group K Regional Identity 

Key Features 

 Traditional Lifestyles 

 Married 

 Retired 

 Tourism 

 Holiday Homes 

 Unemployment 

 Gaeilgeoirí 

 Low paid jobs 

The observance of traditional Irish values is the defining aspect of the Regional 
Identity group. While there is a high proportion of retirees many of whom are wid-
owed, there is still a significant number of families with young and teenage chil-
dren. The picturesque coastal locations and proximity to the border with Northern 
Ireland are reflected in the large percentage of UK nationals represented in the 
group due to both immigration and the relative preponderance of privately owned 
holiday accommodation.  Despite this, a large number of people in the group speak 
Irish fluently and on a daily basis. This can be attributed to the established Gael-
tacht areas in the regions, mainly on the Atlantic seaboard, and the use of Gaelic 
as an outward display of the adherence to native traditions and their Irish identity. 
These sparsely populated areas have given rise to both linear settlements along 
main roads consisting of modern detached bungalows and isolated houses on 
large plots. Houses are above average in size and because of the large plot, have 
large gardens.  As this group resides in a very rural setting, property prices are not 
as high as the more urban areas. 
 
Because of the high number of older people in the area, education standards are 
not particularly high. Many would have left school early to join the workforce as 
there were few opportunities for further education. There is, however, among the 
younger population a stronger emphasis on education with the majority completing 
at least secondary level schooling with a small number continuing on to further 
education. Unemployment is a major feature of the lives of the people in the group. 
This was greatly precipitated by the collapse of the construction industry and its 
ancillary trades. Of those in employment, it is unsurprising the majority of jobs are 
of a semi-skilled and agricultural nature given the majority of the people are edu-
cated to a lower secondary standard.  As such, there is a low frequency of com-
muting although most families will own a car due to both the poor public transport 
infrastructure and the distance from larger urban centres which many will visit for 
weekly or monthly grocery shopping in lower-end chains such as Supervalu, Lidl 
and Aldi, although daily shopping requirements are met in the local grocer, butch-
er, etc. 
 
Social and leisure pursuits of the group are confined largely to the local pub and 
the accompanying traditional music scene. Technology is not of great interest to 
the group and, due to a lack of terrestrial high speed broadband, the majority of 
internet services are through mobile broadband providers, although internet usage 
is not especially high. These people favour lower-end mobile phones on ‘pay as 
you go’ contracts. 

Types: 
 
K34 Laid back Holiday Retreats 
 
K35 Native Traditions 
 

K36 Border Settlers 
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