
Affluent rural lifestyle mix of farmers and commuters 

Group J: Commuter Farming Mix 

Key Features 

 Married couples 

 Family with children 

 Well Educated 

 Long Commutes 

 large Houses 

 Large Farms 

 3 Cars 

 Owner Occupiers 

One-off housing on large plots and large farm holdings distinguish this group. Mar-
ried couples over 40 with children ranging from pre-school to university age are the 
most common characteristics. However, there is still a high proportion of empty 
nesters with exactly the national average being retired. 
 
Houses are large with the farmers living in old family homesteads, while the com-
muters live in large detached bungalows and dormers in idyllic rural settings. There 
is a nearly perfect split between those owner occupiers with mortgages and those 
who own their homes outright. As would be expected with such a large rural com-
munity, private wells and group water schemes are very common. Private sewer-
age facilities are also the norm. 
 
Educational standards are generally high, but because of the split between com-
muters and farmers within these areas, the higher educational standards are signif-
icantly skewed toward commuting communities, with higher degrees being com-
mon. The farmers within the group are generally opting for advanced certificates 
mostly, as would be expected in the agricultural industry. 
 
Unemployment is low. Those not working on the land are employed in the higher 
managerial and professional positions. Quite a successful group, the work life bal-
ance is very important, hence the reason that commuting is considered a good 
choice as it allows them to pursue the rural lifestyle. Those in the farming commu-
nity generally work on the land, and unlike other farming groups, it is their primary 
occupation as these are larger holdings in Ireland’s most fertile areas. Crops and 
livestock are both common. 
 
In the past, access to high speed internet was a problem for many in the group. 
This has dramatically improved over the years and as a consequence there is daily 
use of the internet for a broad range of online activities. These are a good prospect 
for online grocery shopping. The weekly shop is done primarily in Aldi and Super 
Valu, but the smaller multiples also feature, most likely for daily needs. 
 
As the name suggests, commuting is important and these would be multi-vehicle 
families. There is very little commuting on public transport as the infrastructure 
does not reach the rural areas where these people reside. There would also be a 
higher proportion of commercial vehicles with some households having more than 
four vehicles - these are more likely to be those communities engaged in farming. 

Types: 
 
J30 Well-Heeled  Landowners 
 
J31 Out of Towners 
 
J32 Prosperous Farming Belt 
 

J33 Thriving Farmsteads 
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